
 

 

Liberte, Egalite, Fraternite 

The attacks in Paris this week 
and in Beirut just a few days 
before that, can make many 
parents anxious for their  
children and the kind of world their children 
are growing up in. How can you protect 
them from the awfulness of what is  
happening everywhere around the globe. 
Short answer is that you can’t.  

What you can do is give your children a 
fuller understanding of the issues and  
empower them with the skills to be  
discerning consumers of the media  
generally, and to acknowledge what is  
going on in the world,  the terrible, but also 
the wonderful!  

Provide some realistic perspective for your 
children about the likelihood of such events  
affecting them or you, the need to continue 
with our way of life, in spite of these recent 
horrors. Be honest, be realistic, but also 
teach them the life skills needed to engage 
positively in life. The following site may  
provide some practical suggestions when 
dealing with these sorts of issues. 

Explaining the News to Our Kids 

Kids get their news from many sources -- 
and they're not always correct. How to talk 
about the news -- and listen, too. 
https://www.commonsensemedia.org/blog/
explaining-the-news-to-our-kids  
In addition, the Department has published 
the following advice: 
Advice for Parents addressing children 
and young peoples’ responses in  
relation to traumatic events (see over) 
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‘Inspiring lifelong learning’  

24th—27th 
November 

 Grade 5-6 Melbourne Camp 

Thursday 26th 
November 

 ART P-2 

Friday 27th 

November 
 ART 3-6 

Monday 1st 
December 

 Cricket Clinic run by  

     Rushworth P-12 College 

Thursday 3rd  
December 

 LIBRARY 

 Kinder Visit 9.30-10.30am 

 School Council Meeting & 

Dinner 6.30pm 

Tuesday 8th  
December 

 Statewide Transition Day 

 Kinder Transition  

      9.00-1.30pm 

Thursday 10th 
December 

 ART P-2 

Friday 11th 
December 

 ART 3-6 

 Community Carols 

 REPORTS HOME 

Monday 14th 
December 

 School Carols Night 

Tuesday 15th 
December 

 Bookclub 10.00am 

Wednesday 16th 
December 

 Grade 6 Graduation 

Thursday 17th 
December 

 Kinder Breakup 

Friday 18th 
December 

 Last Day of Term 

      Early Dismissal 2.15pm 

https://www.commonsensemedia.org/blog/explaining-the-news-to-our-kids
https://www.commonsensemedia.org/blog/explaining-the-news-to-our-kids


 

 

Children and young people will have seen and 
heard about the terrorist attacks that occurred in 
Paris on Friday 13 November 2015. The  
authorities in France and countries around the 
world will help to support the people who have 
been impacted by this event. 

Children often worry and know more than we  
realise. Adults may assume that children are 
doing okay if they don’t talk or ask questions 
about what has happened.  Sometimes they 
have questions they may not ask unless we  
provide the opportunity.  

It is wise for you to monitor your child's exposure 
to television coverage, print media and social  
media. Some children and young people will 
want to talk about the tragic events and try to 
make sense of what they have both seen and 
heard. Other children will avoid any discussion 
around the events and will be reassured by rou-
tine and normality.  

Remember the importance of routine, sleep,  
exercise and healthy eating. 

There is a range of things you can do to assist 
your child during events such as this, including:   
 Acknowledge that the event was  

Distressing; 
 Reassure children that they are safe; 
 Look for signs of distress (e.g. some        

children/young people might be scared); 
 Normalise  responses - typical response 

will range from anger to general upset or 
sadness; 

 Maintain a normal routine - keeping the 
structure at home or at school in place; 

 Allow children to express feelings as they 
arise; 

 Telling stories about how people manage 
during difficult times can be helpful; 

 Separate fact from fiction e.g. children may 
express fears about unrelated events; 

 Plan relaxing activities before bed – talk 
your child through a gentle relaxation, this 
might include using soothing music and 
talking them through relaxing tension in 
their body or simply reading something to 
them that induces relaxation (i.e. a  
favourite book); 

 Speak in hopeful terms – children and 
young people will often take their cues 
from their parents' reactions; if you are 

honest, calm, compassionate and open they 
will be much more able to trust that they will 
be okay. 

 Always remember the value of doing  
something with children that they like to do 
such as playing, exercising, being outdoors 
- have a time during your day to share time 
with your child. 

 
5-6 Camp 

This is less than a week away! Students 
are becoming quite excited about their  
upcoming Melbourne trip with their 
friends from the other schools.  
Remember you can keep up to date with 
their experiences through Facebook and 
Instagram as Miss H posts the various 
experiences. 

Reporting  

We plan for students to receive their end 
of Semester Two Reports on Friday 11

th
 

December. The reports outline student 
achievements over this semester and 
also the areas to keep working on for 
next year. Reports may also include a 
summary of the Class Dojo behaviours 
over the semester, which indicates their 
general level of engagement at school 
and the specific areas of positive  
behaviour they have demonstrated, 
along with specific behaviours that need 
some attention.  
 

While on the subject of Reports, next 
year a new system of Student Reports  



 

 

 

 

Success: 
Kahlea 
Rachael 
Tia 
Sam 
Jim 
Samantha 
Michael 
Tyler 
Regan 
 
Citizenship: 
Jasmin 
Mrs Foley 
Mrs Sheedy (absent) 

will begin. A new software program will 
be available through the Department as 
well as several commercial options. We 
are currently looking at all of these  
options in preparation for 2016 and  
beyond. What would you like to see in 
your Student Report? What is it that is 
not covered in the current version ? How 
easy is it to read and understand? Send 
us an email or drop your ideas into the 
school mail box. This will help us  
determine the most appropriate program 
to select for Stanhope Primary School. 
We will still be constrained to operate 
within Department standards and  
requirements, so some things won’t be 
able to be changed or included, but this 
is an opportunity for us to hear what  
families want to see in Reports. 

Jobs At Home Day  

Friday December 4
th
 is ‘Jobs At Home’. 

What is Jobs at Home Day? We all 
have important jobs at home. Sadly, it’s 
these jobs that suffer the most when we 
get injured at work. Give someone a 
‘Jobs at Home’ badge to remind them 
why they need to be safe at work. The 
badge might say something like, ‘Sally; 
Missing Toy Detective’, or ‘Tom, Pet 
walker’ You can be involved by clicking 
on this link and finding out more infor-
mation. http://
www.jobsathomeday.com.au/  

http://www.jobsathomeday.com.au/
http://www.jobsathomeday.com.au/
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ALL NEWSLETTER ITEMS MUST BE SUBMITTED TO THE 

SCHOOL OFFICE IN WRITING BY 9AM WEDNESDAY TO        

GUARANTEE A SPOT IN THAT WEEKS EDITION 

DISCLAIMER 
The Department of Education & Early Childhood Development, and Stanhope Primary School do not endorse 

the products or services of any private advertiser. No responsibility is accepted by the Department or  
The School for the accuracy of information contained in advertisements 

PARENTS CLUBPARENTS CLUB  
What’s coming up: 

 

Lunch Order Days 

Friday 11th December : Hot dog 
in a roll or cocktail franks 

 
 

Slice Drive 

Order forms are attached to this 
week’s newsletter. 

 

Christmas Raffle 

Donations can be placed in the 
red tub at the back of the  

staffroom any time  
between now and the  

end of term. 
Raffle will be drawn: 

Friday 18th December 

Money & tickets must be in by 
Monday 14th December 

DEADLINES AND DUE 

DATES 

 

Please make sure all families 

heed nominated deadlines 

and dates due. Under most 

circumstances, adequate  

advance notice is given of 

such deadlines for the return 

of orders or permission slips.  

 

Late or nil return of such  

orders or slips, results in the 

student missing out on the 

event. This is easily avoided 

by returning slips on time. 


