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Tuesday 6th February 
 Safer Internet Day 
 
 

Thursday 8th February 
 ART 
 

Monday 12th-23rd February 
 Swimming Program 
      NO PIE WARMER FOR THESE  
      2 WEEKS 
 
Thursday 15th February 
 LIBRARY 
 
Friday 2nd  March 
 Schools Clean Up Day 
 
Prep Attendance 
 

A reminder to new Prep parents that 
for the next four Wednesdays are rest 
days, Prep students are not required 
to attend school. If families wish them 
to continue attending the swimming 
program on Wednesdays, they may 
bring them to the pool at their child’s 
session time. 

DATES TO REMEMBER 

 

Stanhope Primary School 

Inspiring Lifelong Learning 

From the Principal 

Welcome back  
 

Welcome back everyone and a special welcome to our 
new prep students who started today and to Taylem! I 
trust all families enjoyed a relaxing and refreshing break 
and students are now ready for some fun learning! 
 

This term’s curriculum program focus is ‘Values and Social 
Structures’. Each class will learn about the different  
aspects of society and how it functions and we will be  
revisiting the School Wide Positive Behaviour Program as 
part of this term’s focus and continue this throughout the 
year. 
 

To be fully prepared for the new school routine and be 
ready for learning, students should make sure they bring 
the following clearly named items: 

 A sturdy school bag.  

 A named lunch box and named drink bottle. 
 An art smock which they can put on and take off by 

themselves. 
 A school hat. This can be purchased from the office. 
 School requisites, all clearly named, as per the list  
      distributed last year. 
 

For students to fully benefit from their school experience, 
they need to have a nutritious breakfast and have had  
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Please make sure you read through ALL of the 
newsletter and any attachments each week. This 
is where important information and details will 

be the vast majority of the time and where  
permission forms will be attached. 



adequate sleep the night before.  
Research suggests that between  
10 -11 hours sleep per night is  
recommended for school age children, 
along with a regular routine for going to bed and then 
starting the day. This link has some excellent information for 
families struggling with this issue. http://
raisingchildren.net.au/articles/sleep_faqs.html/context/757  
 
Changes 
 

This term there are some minor changes you or your  
children might notice. The students in P-2 will continue with 
the reading program in the classroom from 8.45 am. In the  
3-6 class, a sport activity will be run outside, weather per-
mitting for those first 15 minutes. This is mainly due to some 
change in timetabling arrangements and re-arrangements, 
but the students will still be receiving ample opportunity to 
engage in reading practice and activities, as well as the  
required PE skill development programs. 
 
Swimming Program 
 

Our swimming program will begin on 
Monday 12th February at the local 
pool and be run by qualified  
instructors from Splash N Learn.  
This year, the swimming program 
will run over two weeks and students will be organised into 
levels and go down to the pool into two groups at a time.  
 

There is no cost to parents other than the pool entry of $3.80 
per student per day. Family season tickets can be used. 
Please let us know whether you will be using one of these 
for your child/ren’s entry.  All students will be expected to 
be able to dress and undress themselves independently, and 
to take responsibility for their own belongings. Staff will not 
be  
assisting students with dressing or looking after their towels 
clothing etc. More details will be available once we have  
information concerning student groupings etc. 
 
Attendance 
 

There have been recent updates to the Attendance Policy of 
the Department of Education. While this is not likely to 
affect most families it is worth noting and being reminded of 
the following points.  

 Students are expected to attend the school in which 
they are enrolled, during normal school hours every day 
of each term.     

 Parents/guardians are required to provide an explana-
tion for their child's absence from school. This may be in 
the form of a phone call/message, text, email, written 
note or personal communication. 

 

FROM 

THE 

 

Business Manager 

Mica is happy to help  
families with payment  
options for school fees. For 
any queries, please contact 
the school on 5857 2514.  
 
Mica will be in the office on 
Tuesdays and Thursdays. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

LOTE 
 

We are excited to welcome Ellie Lukies 
as our LOTE teacher for this year. Ellie 
will be teaching students Indonesian  
language and culture each Tuesday 
morning. The students have already 
met Ellie and are looking forward to a 
fun year of learning lots of new things 
about Indonesia. 
 

WATCH THIS SPACE 

This will become the regular weekly 
column  to showcase what we are  
doing in Indonesian. 

WITH ELLIE 

http://raisingchildren.net.au/articles/sleep_faqs.html/context/757
http://raisingchildren.net.au/articles/sleep_faqs.html/context/757


 

 Schools must advise parents/guardians of  
unexplained absences, on the same day, as soon as 
practicable. We will be alerting our families each 
time there is an unexplained absence through  
either text or phone call and later on via the  
UeducateUs system. 

 

The Department states, ‘

ensure    
     Children 

 young   

 

 
 

Conversely, limited school participation is associated 
with a greater chance of dropping out of school,  
disruptive and delinquent behaviour and may lead to a 
cycle of rebellion against authority. These outcomes 
have later implications for employment, a range of 
health risk behaviours (drug and alcohol abuse),  
homelessness, poverty, welfare dependence, and  
involvement in the justice system.’ 
 
Student Collection 
 

Please make sure the school is 
aware of how your child or 
children are travelling home. 
We take child safety very  
seriously, and being informed 
of changes in collection of students is vital. Regular bus 
travellers who might not be travelling on the bus for 
any specific reason, need to inform the office prior to 
the end of day. Likewise, if your child is being collected 
by someone other than yourself or the regular person 
who collects them, the school needs to be informed, 
prior to the end of the school day and as early as  
possible since there may not be anyone in the office 
just before the end of day.  
And a reminder that  
students who walk home 
must use the school cross-
ing, to cross the Midland 
Highway. 

 

 

 

Mrs Sheedy and the P-2 class would 
like to welcome our new preps: 
Elayna, Bodhi, Isabelle, Braxton and 
William. 

 

 

 

Mrs D and Mrs Foley would like to 

welcome the new Grade 3 students 

into the classroom and congratulate 

all students on how well they have 

settled back into the learning! 

 

Mrs D & Mrs Foley 

Mrs Sheedy 



BYOD 
 

We have been very  surprised 
to learn just how many  
students have acquired 
BYODevices already, in  
preparation for the  
upcoming year! Understandably, they are all very 
excited to begin using them.  
 

However, it is very important that families and 
students are completely familiar with the  
responsibilities that govern their use. There are 
some key documents that will need to be read, 
understood and then signed. Some Have already 
gone home and others will be sent home  
shortly. There will also be consequences for any 
breaches of that agreement.  
Additionally, each device needs to be set up  
individually with the Department of Education 
specific software and programs and this takes 
some time. We will advise students when to 
bring them in so that our technician can prepare 
them ready for use. Please make sure that you 
have read the information sent home at the end 
of last year and that all the requirements have 
been met and that no other apps, programs, 
games or files are on the device when it is 
brought to school. 
 
Before School P-2 Reading 
 

Thank you to all those par-
ents who have already 
been coming in to help 
with our students’ reading 
before school. We encourage any available parents 
to speak to Sharon Sheedy, if they are available to 
help out for those first 15 minutes of the day. It’s 
important that parents know some basic strategies 
to guide students with reading and learning to read. 
Also important is to remember to keep social con-
versations between parents out of the classroom so 
as not to distract those who are reading. 

Our newsletter is published each Thursday and will generally have any permission 
forms and information sheets attached. Families can also request to have this sent via 
email. Finally, a reminder to keep an eye on our Facebook & Twitter page, for updates 
and interesting events. 
Twitter:  @StanhopePSVIC         
Facebook:  https://www.facebook.com/stanhopeps/  
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DISCLAIMER 
The Department of Education & Training, and Stanhope 
Primary School do not endorse the products or services 
of any private advertiser. No responsibility is accepted 
by the Department or the School for the accuracy of  
information contained in advertisements. 

ALL NEWSLETTER ITEMS MUST BE  
SUBMITTED TO THE SCHOOL OFFICE  
IN WRITING OR ELECTRONICALLY BY 
9AM WEDNESDAY  TO GUARANTEE A 
SPOT  IN THAT WEEKS EDITION  

Weekly Awards 
 

CONGRATULATIONS! 

 
To all our students who have settled  
back in to the school routine and their 
learning. 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 

  

https://www.facebook.com/stanhopeps/ 

HELP IS BUT 
A PHONE 

CALL AWAY 
 

Lifeline  
Ph. 13 11 14 

Kid’s Helpline 
Ph. 1800 55 

1800 

Beyond Blue  
Ph. 1300 22 

4636 

 

https://www.facebook.com/stanhopeps/









